
Alaska Airlines already partners with SkyWest Airlines, which operates 76-seat Embraer… more
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Perhaps to the relief of regional air passengers who don’t like narrow planes powered by noisy propellers, Horizon Air is

planning a shift back to jets.

The company, a sister airline to larger Alaska Airlines, plans to order 30 regional jets in the first quarter of 2016, according to

executives speaking during the fourth-quarter conference call Jan. 21.

Horizon's intent is to offer a better passenger experience, while also keeping operational costs down.

The new 76-passenger jets will replace some of the Bombardier Q400 Dash 8 turboprops that Horizon now exclusively operates,

although it’s unclear how many of the 52 Dash 8s, a twin-engine propeller-driven aircraft that carries 76 passengers, also will be

retained.

INDUSTRY NEWSINDUSTRY NEWS  MANUFACTURINGMANUFACTURING

Horizon Air switching from propellers to jets for comfort, competition
Jan 26, 2016, 1:58pm PST
UpdatedUpdated Jan 26, 2016, 2:46pm PST

Steve WilhelmSteve Wilhelm
Staff Writer
Puget Sound Business Journal Share 



UPCOMING EVENTSEVENTS

 

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

seattle
/seattle/search/results
/login/seattle?r=%2Fseattle%2Fnews%2F2016%2F01%2F26%2Fhorizon-air-switches-from-propellers-to-jets-for.html
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
seattle/about-us/contact/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/bizwomen
http://www.bizjournals.com/bizbooks/
http://upstart.bizjournals.com/
http://businessdirectory.bizjournals.com/
http://acbj.com/privacy.html
http://acbj.com/privacy.html#VI
http://acbj.com/privacy.html#VI8
http://acbj.com/privacy.html#VI4
/seattle/industry-news/
/seattle/industry-news/manufacturing/
seattle/bio/4061/Steve+Wilhelm
seattle/bio/4061/Steve+Wilhelm
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/wa/seattle/horizon_air/3223061
http://www.bizjournals.com/profiles/company/us/wa/seattle/alaska_airlines_inc/3274693
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/11/a-few-terrible-teen-dreamliners-still-await.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/11/a-few-terrible-teen-dreamliners-still-await.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2016/02/seattle-fashion-designer-luly-yang-to-design-new.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2016/02/seattle-fashion-designer-luly-yang-to-design-new.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2015/12/03/alaska-airlines-will-let-you-fly-premium-class-in.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2015/12/03/alaska-airlines-will-let-you-fly-premium-class-in.html
http://holyhorsepower.com/the-blue-angels/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=TB236597&utm_campaign=TB236597&utm_source=Taboola&utm_term=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal
http://holyhorsepower.com/the-blue-angels/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=TB236597&utm_campaign=TB236597&utm_source=Taboola&utm_term=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=tb&param3=www.answers.com%2Farticle%2F1277377%2Fthen-and-now-the-cast-of-apos-petticoat-junction-apos&param6=ksbw&param4=tb-us-de-enter&param1=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&param2=Then+and+Now%3A+The+Cast+of+%27Petticoat+Junction%27&param5=http%3A%2F%2Ffile.answcdn.com%2Fansw-cld%2Fimage%2Ffetch%252Fw_560%252Ch_293%252Cg_faces%252Cc_fill%252Fhttp%253A%252F%252Ffile1.answcdn.com%252Fansw-cld%252Fimage%252Fupload%252Fw_768%252Ch_298%252Cc_fill%252Cg_face%253Acenter%252Cq_60%252Cf_jpg%252Fv1425673071%252Fivsenkldeegdf8r6ibhu.jpg
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=tb&param3=www.answers.com%2Farticle%2F1277377%2Fthen-and-now-the-cast-of-apos-petticoat-junction-apos&param6=ksbw&param4=tb-us-de-enter&param1=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&param2=Then+and+Now%3A+The+Cast+of+%27Petticoat+Junction%27&param5=http%3A%2F%2Ffile.answcdn.com%2Fansw-cld%2Fimage%2Ffetch%252Fw_560%252Ch_293%252Cg_faces%252Cc_fill%252Fhttp%253A%252F%252Ffile1.answcdn.com%252Fansw-cld%252Fimage%252Fupload%252Fw_768%252Ch_298%252Cc_fill%252Cg_face%253Acenter%252Cq_60%252Cf_jpg%252Fv1425673071%252Fivsenkldeegdf8r6ibhu.jpg
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/27/boeing-reveals-plan-to-keep-the-747-alive.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/27/boeing-reveals-plan-to-keep-the-747-alive.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2015/12/01/compass-airlines-pilots-raise-hotel-stays.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/twincities/news/2015/12/01/compass-airlines-pilots-raise-hotel-stays.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2016/02/alaska-airlines-selects-new-ad-agency-ready-to.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/blog/2016/02/alaska-airlines-selects-new-ad-agency-ready-to.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/05/alaska-airlines-flew-more-planes-last-year-than.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/01/05/alaska-airlines-flew-more-planes-last-year-than.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/02/09/airbus-flies-a321neo-for-first-time-and-its-not.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/02/09/airbus-flies-a321neo-for-first-time-and-its-not.html
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=tb&param3=www.answers.com%2Farticle%2F1191327%2F10-historical-films-true-to-history&param6=ksbw&param4=tb-us-de-enter&param1=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&param2=10+Historical+Films+That+Were+Actually+Accurate&param5=http%3A%2F%2Ffile.answcdn.com%2Fansw-cld%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fw_560%2Ch_293%2Cg_faces%2Cc_fill%2Cq_100%2Fv1418307871%2Ffb-admgmt%2Fqcloj15uw9d7xnxcar7p.jpg
http://www.answers.com/browse/click.php?source=tb&param3=www.answers.com%2Farticle%2F1191327%2F10-historical-films-true-to-history&param6=ksbw&param4=tb-us-de-enter&param1=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&param2=10+Historical+Films+That+Were+Actually+Accurate&param5=http%3A%2F%2Ffile.answcdn.com%2Fansw-cld%2Fimage%2Fupload%2Fw_560%2Ch_293%2Cg_faces%2Cc_fill%2Cq_100%2Fv1418307871%2Ffb-admgmt%2Fqcloj15uw9d7xnxcar7p.jpg
https://www.lendingtree.com/info/best-credit-cards-2016?esourceid=6196566&cchannel=content&csource=taboola&cname=The_Best_Credit_Cards_Of_2016_6_Cash_Back_18_Month_0_Intro_APR&utm_content=adk0031&ccontent=BestCreditCards2016V1&siteid=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&cterm=https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.brax-cdn.com%2Fcreatives%2Ff25520c4-b711-4f56-a1a9-22b945a61464%2Fb855a5d8-1593-4adc-8188-560f05214fe9.jpg
https://www.lendingtree.com/info/best-credit-cards-2016?esourceid=6196566&cchannel=content&csource=taboola&cname=The_Best_Credit_Cards_Of_2016_6_Cash_Back_18_Month_0_Intro_APR&utm_content=adk0031&ccontent=BestCreditCards2016V1&siteid=acbj-pugetsoundbusinessjournal&cterm=https%3A%2F%2Fconsole.brax-cdn.com%2Fcreatives%2Ff25520c4-b711-4f56-a1a9-22b945a61464%2Fb855a5d8-1593-4adc-8188-560f05214fe9.jpg
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/02/12/delta-alaska-employees-together-receive-more-than.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2016/02/12/delta-alaska-employees-together-receive-more-than.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2015/12/21/pension-change-could-pull-experienced-boeing.html
http://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2015/12/21/pension-change-could-pull-experienced-boeing.html
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Alaska Air Group Chief Financial Officer Brandon Pedersen said during the call that regional jets offer some advantages in the

market.

“One is they have increased reach versus the Q400," he said. Also, "(the jet) delivers a better passenger experience, especially on

those longer-length missions, than the Q400. Our competition, frankly, is using those in many of our markets, and I think we

want to make sure that we are staying on par or better with the customer experience side.”

Pedersen’s at least partly referring to competitor Delta Air Lines. In late 2015, Delta started operating 110-passenger Boeing 717s,

out of Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. If Horizon brings in newer jets to compete against Delta's older regional jets that

Boeing no longer builds, it would fuel the battle for market share between Alaska Air Group and Delta.

While none of the Alaska executives named a particular model of jet they’ll order, the mention of 76 seats suggests an order of

Brazilian-built Embraer 175s, said Air Insight partner Addison Schonland, in a recent post. Alaska Airlines already is familiar

with the jets through its partnership with SkyWest Airlines, which operates Embraer 175s on some routes for Alaska.

“Airlines appreciate its efficiency,” Schonland wrote of the Embraer 175. “But passengers love the cabin – big windows and a

layout that feels much larger than the typical regional jet.”
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