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Craft breweries have relied on sales of canned, take-out beer to get
them through the coronavirus crisis as restaurants and taprooms
remained fully or partially closed, but now they face a new threat: a
national can shortage. Cans in recent years have become more
popular than bottles for breweries around the country because they
insulate better against light, are lighter to ship and are less prone to
break. That increased demand has turned into a supply problem
because of the pandemic. When taprooms and restaurants shuttered
overnight, demand for kegs fell. In 2019, the National Beer
Wholesalers Association said 10% of beer volume was packaged in
kegs. In 2020, most of that beer suddenly needed to be packaged in
bottles or cans. 

Sam Hendler, president of the Massachusetts Brewers Guild, told
the Boston Business Journal the normal lead time for a truckload of
cans used to be three to four weeks. Now it’s 12 to 14 weeks. Building
an inventory has become “mission critical” for breweries, he said, as
the wholesale market may be crucial to surviving the winter months. 
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