
I offer an insider’s view of the business of flight.



Last week, the FAA announced it would not grant Boeing any production expansion. The

manufacturer is producing 737s at a rate of 38 units per month.



While Airbus might not take the whole, the current challenges at Boeing could mean the

European aircraft manufacturer gains a more significant share of United’s narrowbody

fleet.

Ryanair  announced it would take any Boeing 737-10 aircraft that U.S. airlines

might cancel. Delta Air Lines  CEO Ed Bastian stood firm on the airline’s order for

737 MAX aircraft, including 100 737-10s.

However, “We certainly will not take them ’til we have 1,000% confidence that that plane

is fully secure, fully safe and … everyone has signed off to that,” Bastian told CNBC.

Boeing’s Q4 report excluded any financial outlook for 2024. However, the manufacturer

reported 157 commercial airplane deliveries in the fourth quarter and 611 net orders. For

the year, Boeing reported 528 commercial airplanes deliveries and 1,576 net orders. The

company’s backlog rose to over 5,600 commercial planes. For comparison, Airbus

reported an order backlog of 7,992 commercial aircraft at the end of September 2023.

Rather than speculate on the future, Calhoun addressed the pressing issue of aviation

safety, saying, “We will simply focus on every next airplane and ensuring we meet all the

standards that we have all the standards that our regulator has and that our customers

demand. As we go about that work, we remain confident in our recovery.”

Follow me on Twitter or LinkedIn. Check out my website. 
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