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Gulf-based carriers are bracing for costlier and longer flight operations as rising friction between the
United States and Iran fuels fresh concerns over the safety of critical air corridors across the Middle
East. Aviation specialists warn that wider restrictions or temporary closures could reshape flight
planning for some of the world’s busiest long-haul routes.

Routes passing close to the Strait of Hormuz and through Iranian-controlled airspace are considered
particularly exposed. Skirting these zones may extend flight times by several hours, driving up fuel
burn, crew duty costs and operational complexity for airlines that rely heavily on direct east-west
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connections.

According to aviation analyst Ernest Arvai of Airinsight, any escalation that results in large no-fly areas
over Iran or nearby high-risk regions would push carriers onto significantly longer routings, especially
on intercontinental services that normally cross the country. He noted that short-haul flights would be
less affected, apart from sectors that operate close to the immediate danger zone.

Airspace risks have already begun to alter flight planning. Iranian authorities recently instructed airlines
to avoid several key corridors as missile drills and rocket launches were carried out over parts of the
country’s southern regions and the Gulf of Oman, ahead of wider naval exercises involving Russia and
China near the Hormuz waterway.

The financial impact could be substantial. Industry estimates suggest that detours of two to three
hours for wide-body aircraft can raise operating expenses by roughly $6,000 to $7,500 per flight hour,
sharply inflating costs for each sector forced to bypass restricted airspace. Such increases are
expected to weigh on airline margins and may eventually influence ticket prices and network planning
at major Gulf hubs.

Previous security flare-ups in the region have repeatedly disrupted global schedules, forcing airlines
across Europe and Asia to cancel or reroute services at short notice. Regulators and airline operations
teams are now monitoring developments closely, relying on real-time security advisories and constant
coordination with air navigation authorities to ensure passenger safety while preserving vital
international connectivity.
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