
Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice
something strange and make a discovery that has
shocked the world of aviation.
March 20, 2026 by Simone Ferrari

The aviation world has been rocked by one of the biggest scandals in recent
years. An elaborate scam involving approximately 60,000 aircraft engine
components , sold with falsified certifications to airlines around the world.
At the center of the affair is Jose Alejandro Zamora Yrala, a 38-year-old South
American former DJ who, from his home on the outskirts of London, built a
business empire based entirely on the forgery of documents crucial to flight
safety.

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.
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The birth of a fraudulent empire

The story begins in 2018, when Zamora Yrala was single-handedly running
AOG Technics Ltd , a small aircraft spare parts trading company with modest
financial performance. One evening that year, he typed a question into his
iPhone that would change everything: how to edit a PDF without leaving
traces. He had just received 140 certificates of airworthiness from a
maintenance contact at TAP Air Portugal, documents certifying the origin,
operational history, and airworthiness of every single component.
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Within a few months, the company underwent a radical transformation. The
website was revamped, presenting AOG Technics as a leading global
supplier with U.S. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) approvals and
warehouses spread across the United Kingdom, Germany, the United States,
and Singapore. Dozens of employees, purportedly holding managerial roles,
appeared on LinkedIn. Company accounts went from a profit of €25,140 in
2019 to €2.5 million the following year, and finally reached €2.7 million in
2023.
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Craig Lotzof
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The structure of the fraud

What appeared to be a rapidly growing company was actually a one-man
operation . The only real employees were Zamora Yrala, his ex-wife, his ex-
brother-in-law, and his nanny. All other LinkedIn profiles were fictitious:
photos stolen from stock image databases, with invented names like Michael
Smith (quality assurance manager), Johnny Rico (executive sales
representative), or Martina Spencer (account manager).

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.

https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/tecnici-installano-un-pezzo-nuovo-su-un-airbus-notano-qualcosa-di-strano-e-fanno-una-scoperta-che-ha-sco… 3/16

https://cat.us5.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=_NCA0giI3ZjrxlhVoWQIEKbs0aTf5TDmwAmr81fqWsCMWB4O4XFiLQejyL2-TNKAHFr4ozD5FjoPLf2ac0PDdJP7Yfx-NCly7Y4rZcRlltPqbn-N1rpJnwAI8_HZybCL3bkyB-_OQWbqfNGVM9VXDoS-VTBeUJNDAidsl1GgmEYAMVlRIu4umTaa_f8xD_Fpvr0V4EoEDsrSXBoQVbe_HANCcFWiq5ODZJ93DPNmE39kXOk16ogPm4QPX2byIEbV7qtMn6cQiTueS6a6K2OuYTgckGNEl6ba_EVyTtvbdEFYlOP3hZcmNZeyHpEIT6J4OkZsHI7FauXduOXW-dHO3LmAHgTkPaS3XZI4llxoDQ3XmY2NBRqJxnPEeUzHt2OpXyxFwCM2g-eBM_WiBYSk3kwST-WmKNEmYpPnQSt_csxfVjoSlIqE6RCFzXtRu8ZSvYAwOPXnqXUa_K1DU7IYM_IOPmpPIymSxh6orcjr8NY4uQ2a8Ia2fJnyLEUL-tkGz7J0lKSx85nGnvCjSZLtGy1kK81DuCeXVF6me1dN1mkBoqbCOqY9BgIn3tXx4qnRafSy0h691R9gN6QytpBDAzVijpTbg-VSs5zZ9uK8WpOfdWaPrzGLqruUIUZ769kXksTL-OzXozXaxmQ1GwAYHzKgI_F6RGnrvKn-hZWI91Rt3rNkX-xkWVdQ9vdJUvW_UKn0BIPnnVpeQv767ESjVPSOQR8zpJXcNFhyWs4ZJNP6wfxB-NwiUXODReLpA70LensYwej8n5Wh7VqXZ8s7GSTCcxs&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.homes.com%2Fproperty%2F931-939-ocean-ave-del-mar-ca%2Fxwmpvvm7te46m%2F%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting%26utm_campaign%3DG_AgentTargeting_Listing_gm2rl4y_xwmpvvm7te46m_md7yp9lnxf592_1771370425166899%26utm_content%3DListing%26utm_id%3D658305%26cto_pld%3DsXGwTVDCAQBYikY-EpS_-Q
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adchoices?cppv=3&cpp=pL3F-bd9zB-2J9fHljHawvzKLcS8FvxsA7Mf_qQCLdjsep4a5gEn05VvOiGeJHePjQpIYiq4oePQIt9w2fBp5uKjpCmVhV5zduxNvLoM8XXjGyf33cNgKIWaCyU-46krmJehjG21abeomfvtqPxIjigVBpA


The most disturbing aspect involved the falsified airworthiness certificates
. Initially, Zamora Yrala personally modified existing documents, then enlisted
the help of a graphic designer to create new ones. These certificates
accompanied components for CFM-56 engines, the most widely used
engines in the world, installed on Airbus A320s and Boeing 737s.
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The arrest and the consequences

Il castello di carte crolla nel dicembre 2023, quando la polizia britannica
arresta l’ex dj nella sua casa di Virginia Water, pochi chilometri dall’aeroporto
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di Heathrow. Le indagini rivelano che tra gennaio 2019 e luglio 2023
Zamora Yrala ha venduto circa 60.000 pezzi con documentazione falsificata a
50 clienti, incassando quasi 8 milioni di euro.

Le compagnie aeree coinvolte includono nomi di primo piano: American
Airlines, Ethiopian Airlines, Delta Air Lines, easyJet, Ryanair e Jet2. La
sola American Airlines ha dovuto spendere 23 milioni di sterline per
interventi straordinari su 28 motori contenenti componenti non approvati. Il
Serious Fraud Office inglese stima danni complessivi per 39,3 milioni di
sterline. Circa 200 motori nel mondo sono risultati coinvolti, costringendo
diverse compagnie a fermare decine di aeromobili per rimuovere i pezzi
sospetti.
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La scoperta dell’inganno

La frode viene scoperta nella primavera del 2023 grazie ai tecnici di Tap Air
Portugal. Installando su un Airbus A320 un ammortizzatore per vibrazioni
presentato come nuovo, notano evidenti segni di usura incompatibili con la
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documentazione fornita da Aog. Quando segnalano l’anomalia a Zamora
Yrala, questi parla di “confusione” e chiede la restituzione del pezzo.

Ma in Tap, dove da tempo monitoravano un tecnico per condotte sospette,
decidono di approfondire e il 21 giugno informano Safran, il produttore
francese dei motori Cfm. Le verifiche confermano rapidamente i sospetti: i
documenti sono falsi, le firme appartengono a dipendenti inesistenti.
L’agenzia Bloomberg rivela per prima lo scandalo, innescando una reazione a
catena di ispezioni in tutto il mondo.
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Il verdetto del tribunale

Nei giorni scorsi la Southern Crown Court di Londra ha condannato Zamora
Yrala a 4 anni e 8 mesi di reclusione per frode commerciale. Nonostante la
difesa abbia parlato di sincero pentimento, il giudice si è mostrato
inflessibile: “La sua condotta ha comportato una completa compromissione
di un quadro normativo concepito per tutelare milioni di persone che volano
ogni giorno. Ciò che ha fatto è stato sconsiderato e del tutto imperdonabile”.

Le responsabilità della catena di fornitura

Lo scandalo ha sollevato interrogativi sull’intero sistema di controllo del
settore aeronautico. Alcuni esperti sottolineano che concentrarsi solo su
Aog significherebbe ignorare le responsabilità condivise degli acquirenti
nella catena di fornitura. Addison Schonland di AirInsight evidenzia come
questi acquirenti, tipicamente organizzazioni di manutenzione o operatori,
avessero accesso a database dei fornitori e avvisi di settore, ma abbiano dato
priorità al risparmio economico rispetto alle verifiche.
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Aviation protocols require verification of supplier history, prior approvals,
and audit trails. These steps were skipped in this case, allowing uncertified
components to enter the system. Several recipients installed these parts
without secondary validation of their supply sources , widening the
scandal far beyond a single rogue vendor.

The sector's countermeasures

The aerospace industry responded by introducing new filters to prevent
unauthorized parts from entering the spare parts system. Manufacturers
have formed what they call the "Supply Chain Integrity Coalition ," an
initiative aimed at strengthening control and component traceability.

It remains to be seen whether these measures will be sufficient to prevent
similar situations. This incident has demonstrated the vulnerability of a
system that, despite being highly regulated, found itself struggling after
Covid due to a shortage of spare parts. This situation created the ideal
conditions for those like Zamora Yrala, who exploited the system's flaws with
falsified documents and a corporate identity built entirely online. The lesson
for the aviation industry is clear: controls must be strengthened at all levels
of the supply chain, because when it comes to aviation security, there are no
acceptable shortcuts.
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One man behind it all

60,000 counterfeit pieces sold
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3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.
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What This Snake Does—Experts Say You Can't Unsee It
BUZZ DAY

Troy Aikman's And His Lover Whom
You'll Easily Recognize
BUZZ DAY

Dolly Parton Has Been Dating Him
All Along
RADAR MEDIA

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.
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Hillary May Not Want This Video Making The Rounds
BUZZ DAY

4 Plus-Size Style Secrets That Instantly Change Everything
BUZZ DAY

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.
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Gay-No. 7 Will Blow Your Mind
FOODIEFRIEND

Video Of Giant Anaconda Is Going
Viral All Over The World. Watch
HABERION

The Truth About Dr. Jill Biden Brought To Light
BUZZ DAY

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.

https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/tecnici-installano-un-pezzo-nuovo-su-un-airbus-notano-qualcosa-di-strano-e-fanno-una-scoperta-che-ha-sc… 14/16
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3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.
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Your car may already be targeted by thieves: find out if you live in one of

the five most affected regions in Italy.

I was about to buy a Honda SH, then the seller showed me this Chinese

scooter and I changed my mind for a specific reason

Copyright © 2026 garageparkers.it
garageparkers.it is not a newspaper, as it is updated without any

periodicity. Therefore, it cannot be considered a journalistic product
pursuant to Law No. 62 of March 7, 2001.

Who we are Disclaimer Homepage The editorial staff Privacy Policy

3/23/26, 9:55 AM Technicians install a new part on an Airbus, notice something strange and make a discovery that has shocked the world of aviation.

https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/tecnici-installano-un-pezzo-nuovo-su-un-airbus-notano-qualcosa-di-strano-e-fanno-una-scoperta-che-ha-sc… 16/16

https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/la-tua-auto-potrebbe-essere-gia-nel-mirino-dei-ladri-scopri-se-vivi-in-una-delle-5-regioni-piu-colpite-ditalia/
https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/la-tua-auto-potrebbe-essere-gia-nel-mirino-dei-ladri-scopri-se-vivi-in-una-delle-5-regioni-piu-colpite-ditalia/
https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/stavo-per-comprare-honda-sh-poi-il-venditore-mi-ha-fatto-vedere-questo-scooter-cinese-e-ho-cambiato-idea-per-un-motivo-preciso/
https://www.garageparkers.it/2026/03/20/stavo-per-comprare-honda-sh-poi-il-venditore-mi-ha-fatto-vedere-questo-scooter-cinese-e-ho-cambiato-idea-per-un-motivo-preciso/
https://www.garageparkers.it/chi-siamo/
https://www.garageparkers.it/disclaimer/
https://www.garageparkers.it/
https://www.garageparkers.it/la-redazione/
https://www.garageparkers.it/privacy-policy/

