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"We are experiencing the upheavals of the world":
40,000 flights cancelled, ticket prices rising... the
war in Iran is hitting the airline industry hard

Ten days after the start of the war in Iran, many flights are still being cancelled,

reducing the number of available seats, and oil prices have skyrocketed. As a direct

result, airfares are soaring.
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T
he seasoned veterans of the skies who lived through the Gulf War, the 9/11 attacks,

numerous oil shocks, and, more recently, the Covid-19 pandemic, never miss an

opportunity to remind us: air transport is one of the economic sectors most vulnerable to

geopolitical crises. The war in Iran serves as a stark reminder. In record time from the

outbreak of the conflict, it led to the closure of the hubs in Dubai and Abu Dhabi, in the

United Arab Emirates, and Doha in Qatar—three massive tourism hubs that typically handle

90,000 passengers daily, according to the aviation consulting firm Cirium.
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