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ADMIN / AUGUST 7,2026 / NEWS

Southwest Airlines’ fleet-renewal squeeze sharpened after the Federal Aviation Administration
certified the Boeing 737 MAX 7 on 3 August, clearing the smallest MAX variant for commercial
service. The approval moves Boeing closer to the first delivery for Southwest, which still relies

heavily on its ageing 737-700 fleet while waiting for the new jet to enter passenger service.

Boeing and Southwest are preparing the first aircraft for handover, but the aircraft will not
enter the airline’s schedule immediately. Southwest has indicated it needs several months
after certification to update operating specifications, manuals, training and maintenance
procedures before beginning passenger flights on the type. Its published schedule reportedly
shows no MAX 7 routes or frequencies through March 2027.

The MAX 7 has been delayed for years and remains central to Southwest's fleet replacement
plan. The airline has long intended the model to replace its 737-700s, a fleet that analysis from
Airlnsight describes as under increasing operational strain, with hundreds still in service and a
meaningful share parked or facing serious utilisation pressure. The certification does not
remove that near-term burden, but it does open the path to deliveries after a prolonged

regulatory hold-up.
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