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The Airbus A220 and Boeing 737 MAX families boast differing strengths.
Where variants of the 737 MAX can cover greater distances with more

passengers onboard, smaller A220s offer airlines economical options
better suited to lower-demand regional and

But there are crossovers between models v
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comparable models from within each family. While each overarching line
of aircraft targets different segments of the single-aisle space, the largest
of the A220s and smallest of the 737 MAXs are closely aligned in the
operations they target. As such, passengers could well find themselves
with the choice of an A220 or 737 MAX for the same journey.

Airbus A220 Generally Better For
Comfort

Credit: Wikimedia Commons
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Realistically, the A220-300 trumps the 737 MAX 7 in comfort across the
board, as is the case across the wider A220 and 737 MAX families. Lower
capacities and a more passenger-friendly configuration mean travelers
tend to get more space and are less likely to be stuck in a middle seat
than on a 737 MAX.

But that is not all. Larger windows on A220 models play a part, and the
family is considered among the quietest in production in the commercial
aviation industry today. That said, newer 737 MAX interiors make the
disparity less clear-cut. Better lighting and larger overhead cabin bins
developed in line with “research and customer feedback to ensure a
seamless crew and passenger experience” have been featured since
Boeing introduced its latest range of 737s, for instance.

Select Airbus A220-300 and Boeing 737 MAX 7 specifications:

https://simpleflying.com/airbus-a220-boeing-737-max-passengers-better-ride/ 3/21


https://simpleflying.com/airbus-a220-superior-passenger-comfort/
https://simpleflying.com/airbus-a220-superior-passenger-comfort/
https://www.boeing.com/commercial/737max/by-design
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXLLYwus8fGOruBYNjPagHEd2PWcsqTjuDQU0Wd_7EJ0z8dNjstGCgh5u_L8IlxYnIorcz-bBqA25TX8cReM16XUs-yv1ZLSlP8e8207CDqXcc6N6HmRzbKohN_49MjpyQmdZjPbZHOXd0uEgB4JPAqKX009iyy_0o_issd7IUTPOf5crIAI6uti2M3Yj2wnrcbGUXvZ7vgcPovAP7OJCHC45wyr0fKivhh_ut6O17CPtE7cUKQW16xrYuTWobH1b_WtJRZ6LQe2D-6YyconadmpUTb8T9ripSrLQrnIOeUZO7jdmpK14Xqm23twXLAYgEgjmrig9m2HbpISlxhwQU1YG8cbQX95F1I5D10APro3wltDs7qt-4eCDakp2fn8Jxvz5i1zsM5Vjx1xu_bqh_3uz5xnbM1C5hNQbV0KLcrU4Y54NMftNevO9FbKt6qJWthQDg-KuERudcZ7Tz9BjWnBGVwftH8z23yq4ULA9QAeI2LY62pRH70etDcPZSrhv-iKihZahfRDvFAU2UuB19o0FnIzsILXqosgLYXxI3nEr6-4jMcWGD-TC5mKmFDnsEXzf8pgaDn1E2YoH5y1DcixKCcSeogZozneGF599FHXhtblZsyE7UM8FDODd93GMKvTAGhQvP-YMK5A07pKoQhBJgeCbjvy1nNiDtWJ0YcgWOC3_EhuDI7iBsjz6nZc4KnsDrRHg2sFRNRSD7LExvigvfa4UzJiDhqh9iCc6HwnOMG-JfPAEVdojc8Kjwr3aJj6hwreLH1_NAEUh1rWs3-6_kCI4awoVhfdkAaLFajCCsp673gVfhoZMf-txAO_kk2IWAqXD10xGsq7aSuQjqKzVkV0FFrTetwS10J_zlRIJ3cCgLuLmHm_MCd-KxVckKKWnAGEKtI59VR1JZvEDBrAk2a-tS7rbVo5j4SNpGtaGIrMgxzo--I040FDBBGG8_zp-Fqup1WvBJF0EGPaD3UzWwi7mK9myXzNxdaSmpq4tA_tobJCLMLnHKhwjiTbkmSPJRRFvS6SUPZDRBqE3inAyHoBgVcyOII-Af4rEjwxr3Fbo3M8AzvzyrpXj34ahiZfuB6G8CMLJVVB_7GgpSMbpRIcNOjnJc9lH9kM_ceEBLPxpDCJsctG_eRJdBMN4UKz5yxrTaExbS5Imi6Zg8kCiKSX0hd5Jkg22xzcKA0o9xk0dqPuf_8qNzK-uvJEJf3lb9WBVFMRhIjQdsXBQEk9vmj8BNcn1xwvNvavXpft5YqMGeuI6VcqiynlfDJ4clWijNCg5BCPcs1eK9brwQG86_uZcY87vQK_aic3g7bv4NnjTR2Q-mMIVNwE9Z_ljZu8KLCdpyeZ1POrieqxUIo-FP93jnEmgHLUhUAwnwEui_pQxuGcnvWzSCx7pgsb-LIZPitnWTyIuQerg44TZleI1X6-NpZb8DFdGMIyi9aOi1da2VbWlOA971lNJDCT6Ru1mrRMR6kd4WKtcuLSVeJ8dC0KJzk1VgHnJf1379TzavwgEuBjHJ9w9JNhgNuDFWlcv5smrZbiTPSTu7M5rfhXYrXin1OawAiB1iSw86fvLQRcLfOtWPhKJkpSE1iF-E_J8wY8e5VijyNlZx8qXdKJCM5y5r8OaAceVjkJIL2bRz7NB-XnFx_F9nooi-q2mwmUcO2-tDLODS6Oio3SS-lYhb4hmDmEANYZrnfiH-T9m0Plndqe6dtG4-O3TzJtioY7OuW2VrQ4irjlE0d-aWNJLtUgoS5MLqn6fK0aTza41xWdUFK3xeG0OFgM2AnQsXrAbwHLYOcEhjugLpbB0lakViTnImO85VwH3sm5hhF9qidRadJv894QydIm7nDsyR91zXbP-aJl3nz83eog5vt8T3Lt5h9UTOOmx7VzDbHt0xZ0GzkVmR4z8MLYD6Jdd6OIFMwl4ckVE-zxw8Z2cBFoThRZnG1WbaDAFBMnSBD_vkPJy_5lVi73mfgiRszFmcks5jvYZpLaPOxkLGc7IrWdSs6Wc2e1CDAdUM9BtUNs0W5oGLrx0c3YyWZtumfYTSPft1rqAKaEIoYsnVerIHEExmhDy39O4bDNSHCxwjjEm1mow7xS0F1OwnZQ&sai=AMfl-YQ-0TipQ9FXfCZhwefLBo-YAbvjQLAJLePUW1LIsD2MWfyVfG4dMj9cOdnAMFANL09hzftTJaxEoE6wDr6wL0asEjWV00k5L7MaShDMOaxprWV-Y7R0U2_JQ0BNMFD5nBZnttLfkGnxMAuKH_WPDnpzVDfy8zUqvSLQ0m6WJcy0SukJGxGNEvAUkYUoHjQKwl9U2yDgAXtbPv1msx6OgmEVkohS7DIKcSOQoosS8Tf1D1LHkccIKYTqRkHJEMGEmQwJl6y8lOSmlHZLnwgJPfxt0OvGOSZN2O8ChiWbjwPHD9TcFD_xM45V7Y3ERSIuIiJaj5hQ98O6E3XrQqwTV8mA84v2OS5xPo9hgZzfmOPzxetZgeSWyX5OdT6ClIKmXRKItGAgR0wGGEKpyWVnMlHr9pg_uC8QGSx-dRnpxZ1gX0yEqbp8nVx4CllSDS4ci2SuYmc7zj9MglcZvnRgVyII7Uj6_9V7tGw-AkB4vXAWIs4tOC12HShBACU1XBeFx8DPNnYSApc3zMNT3TxadB_FYwB2qYlC0Gb_ShsMb0B50O6kqUlTf8gF31mTNnaGuq6J6MrwrPIqCqviyXZhmLq1sHPO_eqt5MkYHVFXHCILVXHkF6G1g_Xq3Tkbpzpb3_BYh39v6UK6EuZWW4VIBp2CdxH5iQPWyaLYQQc8AXVEur-J1UCj7ekS9pnF8bflaACVPbTS7vpOKjt0HrmGIDBLBS2XiHky5ug7_Goo_pq7RBAPRoPjphyYAQV7MsC6Dnq6cF3pyLKLpIIaBgbDXq3OJ6JSGXORQfErPoIaoYqa25xBQpjG1nhZNa6cCdYF3ObBZrJxCNyVxPtomaqwE_ajd5HSnRoPM7hgP-TePidARbZ1MiYXMi3bJHP3B2_sIbxK1k8dtEcbZHkeOCoLSn_QBSqr_GMfpwoWAIbiPqfQP6avgB-7J13elFjAGD6b7aAR0dhT7nj5laY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLOZpL5aGZRs&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.gmc.com/current-offers%3Fcmp%3DOLA_DISPLAY_34767560_435886844_655153890_268239714%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23382709864%23%3FvehicleType%3Dall%26open-panel%3DSierra%25202500%2520Heavy%2520Duty:Sierra%25202500%2520Heavy%2520Duty
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXLLYwus8fGOruBYNjPagHEd2PWcsqTjuDQU0Wd_7EJ0z8dNjstGCgh5u_L8IlxYnIorcz-bBqA25TX8cReM16XUs-yv1ZLSlP8e8207CDqXcc6N6HmRzbKohN_49MjpyQmdZjPbZHOXd0uEgB4JPAqKX009iyy_0o_issd7IUTPOf5crIAI6uti2M3Yj2wnrcbGUXvZ7vgcPovAP7OJCHC45wyr0fKivhh_ut6O17CPtE7cUKQW16xrYuTWobH1b_WtJRZ6LQe2D-6YyconadmpUTb8T9ripSrLQrnIOeUZO7jdmpK14Xqm23twXLAYgEgjmrig9m2HbpISlxhwQU1YG8cbQX95F1I5D10APro3wltDs7qt-4eCDakp2fn8Jxvz5i1zsM5Vjx1xu_bqh_3uz5xnbM1C5hNQbV0KLcrU4Y54NMftNevO9FbKt6qJWthQDg-KuERudcZ7Tz9BjWnBGVwftH8z23yq4ULA9QAeI2LY62pRH70etDcPZSrhv-iKihZahfRDvFAU2UuB19o0FnIzsILXqosgLYXxI3nEr6-4jMcWGD-TC5mKmFDnsEXzf8pgaDn1E2YoH5y1DcixKCcSeogZozneGF599FHXhtblZsyE7UM8FDODd93GMKvTAGhQvP-YMK5A07pKoQhBJgeCbjvy1nNiDtWJ0YcgWOC3_EhuDI7iBsjz6nZc4KnsDrRHg2sFRNRSD7LExvigvfa4UzJiDhqh9iCc6HwnOMG-JfPAEVdojc8Kjwr3aJj6hwreLH1_NAEUh1rWs3-6_kCI4awoVhfdkAaLFajCCsp673gVfhoZMf-txAO_kk2IWAqXD10xGsq7aSuQjqKzVkV0FFrTetwS10J_zlRIJ3cCgLuLmHm_MCd-KxVckKKWnAGEKtI59VR1JZvEDBrAk2a-tS7rbVo5j4SNpGtaGIrMgxzo--I040FDBBGG8_zp-Fqup1WvBJF0EGPaD3UzWwi7mK9myXzNxdaSmpq4tA_tobJCLMLnHKhwjiTbkmSPJRRFvS6SUPZDRBqE3inAyHoBgVcyOII-Af4rEjwxr3Fbo3M8AzvzyrpXj34ahiZfuB6G8CMLJVVB_7GgpSMbpRIcNOjnJc9lH9kM_ceEBLPxpDCJsctG_eRJdBMN4UKz5yxrTaExbS5Imi6Zg8kCiKSX0hd5Jkg22xzcKA0o9xk0dqPuf_8qNzK-uvJEJf3lb9WBVFMRhIjQdsXBQEk9vmj8BNcn1xwvNvavXpft5YqMGeuI6VcqiynlfDJ4clWijNCg5BCPcs1eK9brwQG86_uZcY87vQK_aic3g7bv4NnjTR2Q-mMIVNwE9Z_ljZu8KLCdpyeZ1POrieqxUIo-FP93jnEmgHLUhUAwnwEui_pQxuGcnvWzSCx7pgsb-LIZPitnWTyIuQerg44TZleI1X6-NpZb8DFdGMIyi9aOi1da2VbWlOA971lNJDCT6Ru1mrRMR6kd4WKtcuLSVeJ8dC0KJzk1VgHnJf1379TzavwgEuBjHJ9w9JNhgNuDFWlcv5smrZbiTPSTu7M5rfhXYrXin1OawAiB1iSw86fvLQRcLfOtWPhKJkpSE1iF-E_J8wY8e5VijyNlZx8qXdKJCM5y5r8OaAceVjkJIL2bRz7NB-XnFx_F9nooi-q2mwmUcO2-tDLODS6Oio3SS-lYhb4hmDmEANYZrnfiH-T9m0Plndqe6dtG4-O3TzJtioY7OuW2VrQ4irjlE0d-aWNJLtUgoS5MLqn6fK0aTza41xWdUFK3xeG0OFgM2AnQsXrAbwHLYOcEhjugLpbB0lakViTnImO85VwH3sm5hhF9qidRadJv894QydIm7nDsyR91zXbP-aJl3nz83eog5vt8T3Lt5h9UTOOmx7VzDbHt0xZ0GzkVmR4z8MLYD6Jdd6OIFMwl4ckVE-zxw8Z2cBFoThRZnG1WbaDAFBMnSBD_vkPJy_5lVi73mfgiRszFmcks5jvYZpLaPOxkLGc7IrWdSs6Wc2e1CDAdUM9BtUNs0W5oGLrx0c3YyWZtumfYTSPft1rqAKaEIoYsnVerIHEExmhDy39O4bDNSHCxwjjEm1mow7xS0F1OwnZQ&sai=AMfl-YQ-0TipQ9FXfCZhwefLBo-YAbvjQLAJLePUW1LIsD2MWfyVfG4dMj9cOdnAMFANL09hzftTJaxEoE6wDr6wL0asEjWV00k5L7MaShDMOaxprWV-Y7R0U2_JQ0BNMFD5nBZnttLfkGnxMAuKH_WPDnpzVDfy8zUqvSLQ0m6WJcy0SukJGxGNEvAUkYUoHjQKwl9U2yDgAXtbPv1msx6OgmEVkohS7DIKcSOQoosS8Tf1D1LHkccIKYTqRkHJEMGEmQwJl6y8lOSmlHZLnwgJPfxt0OvGOSZN2O8ChiWbjwPHD9TcFD_xM45V7Y3ERSIuIiJaj5hQ98O6E3XrQqwTV8mA84v2OS5xPo9hgZzfmOPzxetZgeSWyX5OdT6ClIKmXRKItGAgR0wGGEKpyWVnMlHr9pg_uC8QGSx-dRnpxZ1gX0yEqbp8nVx4CllSDS4ci2SuYmc7zj9MglcZvnRgVyII7Uj6_9V7tGw-AkB4vXAWIs4tOC12HShBACU1XBeFx8DPNnYSApc3zMNT3TxadB_FYwB2qYlC0Gb_ShsMb0B50O6kqUlTf8gF31mTNnaGuq6J6MrwrPIqCqviyXZhmLq1sHPO_eqt5MkYHVFXHCILVXHkF6G1g_Xq3Tkbpzpb3_BYh39v6UK6EuZWW4VIBp2CdxH5iQPWyaLYQQc8AXVEur-J1UCj7ekS9pnF8bflaACVPbTS7vpOKjt0HrmGIDBLBS2XiHky5ug7_Goo_pq7RBAPRoPjphyYAQV7MsC6Dnq6cF3pyLKLpIIaBgbDXq3OJ6JSGXORQfErPoIaoYqa25xBQpjG1nhZNa6cCdYF3ObBZrJxCNyVxPtomaqwE_ajd5HSnRoPM7hgP-TePidARbZ1MiYXMi3bJHP3B2_sIbxK1k8dtEcbZHkeOCoLSn_QBSqr_GMfpwoWAIbiPqfQP6avgB-7J13elFjAGD6b7aAR0dhT7nj5laY&sig=Cg0ArKJSzLOZpL5aGZRs&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.gmc.com/current-offers%3Fcmp%3DOLA_DISPLAY_34767560_435886844_655153890_268239714%26dclid%3D%25edclid!%26gad_source%3D7%26gad_campaignid%3D23382709864%23%3FvehicleType%3Dall%26open-panel%3DSierra%25202500%2520Heavy%2520Duty:Sierra%25202500%2520Heavy%2520Duty
https://simpleflying.com/premium/?ref=ad_removal

10/30/26, 8:00 AM

Aircraft/Specification
Max capacity

Typical capacity (two-
class)

Range

Max take-off weight

Overall length

Max fuselage diameter

Wingspan

Height

Engine

Airbus A220-300

160 seats

125-150 seats

3,400 nautical miles
(6,300 km)

156,300 lb (70.9
tonnes)

127 feet (387

meters)

11 feet, 6 inches (3.5

meters)

115 feet, 1 inch (3511

meters)

38 feet, 8 inches
(11.5 meters)

Pratt & Whitne
PW1500G

https://simpleflying.com/airbus-a220-boeing-737-max-passengers-better-ride/
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Boeing 737 MAX 7

172 seats

135-160 seats

3,800 nautical miles
(7,040 km)

177,000 lb (80.3
tonnes)

116 feet, 8 inches
(35.6 meters)

12 feet, 4 inches (3.8

meters)

117 feet, 10 inches
(35.9 meters)

40 feet, 4 inches
(12.3 meters)

4/21



10/30/26, 8:00 AM Airbus A220 Vs. Boeing 737 MAX: Which Jet Gives Passengers The Better Ride?
Realistically, now one measures their flight experience varies from
passenger to passenger. While securing a window seat may make or break
the journey for one person, another Ay prioritize additional overhead
storage space that frees up legroom. But quantiﬁable metrics can support

’S pOS tion as a more comfor < on th

the A220’s ortable option than the

Ad

Seat Width And Configuration
Differ Between 737 MAX & A220
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In particular, seat width is typically greater aboard A220 aircraft than on
737 MAXs for the majority of customers. This is because the former was
designed from scratch by Bombardier around a 2-3 seating configuration,
before Airbus bought a majority stake in the program in 2018 and renamed
the family the A220. In contrast, rival narrowbodies like the 737 MAX —
which collectively represent the latest in a string of updates on the

original 737 design — house a 3-3 layout.

The A220’s fuselage is actually narrower than the 737 MAX’s, at a
maximum of 11 feet, 6 inches (3.5 meters) ir N

inches (3.8 meters). However, the absence ¢
operators more room to play with per seat

- - —a -
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800s — whnich snare the same pasic dimensions as 737 MAXs — have 17.3-
inch-wide (43.9-centimeter-wide) Delta Main seats in comparison.

Ad

Ad

But the 2-3 configuration of the A220 also offers another glaring upside for
passengers. In Delta’s case, its A220-100s fit 109 passengers. As a result,
only 19, or 17.4%, of those onboard will be subject to a middle seat at a
time. That compares to 48, or 30%, of the maximum 160 travelers flying on
one of the airline’s 737s at once. While that may not directly translate to
comfort in terms of the physical seat, it does leave a greater proportion
not having to share an armrest on each side and with direct access to the

aisle to stand up and move around the cabin, or sitting next to a window.

RELATED

Why Is Airbus Creating A New
A2207?

Airbus is moving
By Simple Flying Staff
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Airbus A220 Also Quieter With
Larger Windows Ad
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than the 737 MAX’s — which measure ten by i4 inches (25.4 by 35.6

centimeters) — they even trump the likes of the Boeing 777’s on size.

This feeds through to several benefits for those in the cabin“Positioned at
[eye level], passengers do not need to bend the neck to see through the
window,” as Airbus writes. “There are one to two windows per row, which
allows a large amount of natural light inside the cabin, which enhances
the impression of space.” Add in low noise levels, and the A220’s comfort

strengths stack up even further.
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According to Airbus documents, the A220 family's noise footprint is up to
50% smaller than previous-generation aircraft. Versus International Civil
Aviation Organization standards brought in /

effective perceived noise decibels. That is s

difference to hear, according to aviation cor
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EZ and, neediess to say, less noise in-flight aids measurablie benefits for
passengers — both physiological and nsychological.

NI730| ==

That said, the 737 MAX range isn't necessarily filled with loud,
uncomfortable aircraft. Rather, the smaller A220 just trumps the most
modern and improved line of jets in the long-running 737 family. The 737

MAX traces its roots to the original 737 design, which debuted in the mid-
1960s.
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In the context of its predecessors, the 737 MAX is therefore far more
efficient, quieter, and offers passengers greater comfort through a fresh
cabin design. P
with their chevron nacelle design contribute to a 50% reduction in noise
footprint between the Boeing 737 MAX 8 and the 737-800, for example. In
terms of fuel burn, the 737 MAX series is said to have improved by 20%.
Customizable lighting, bigger windows, and the aforementioned updated
overhead storage bins are then among other measures designed to

improve cabins against older models.

The caveat is that Boeing was largely bound by the limitations of its
original design when creating the 737 MAX. Namely, that includes the
fundamental dimensions of earlier models. For Airbus, the A220
alternatively represents a clean-sheet design, where larger windows and
seating layouts were among a range of features that could be very
deliberately incorporated from the program’s inception.
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How Many Miles Per Gallon

Does An Airbus A220 Get...
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Boeing 737 MAX More Common
Than A220
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However, in creating an aircraft from scratch, Bombardier set out to fill a

relatively niche gap between the regional and mainstream narrowbody
markets. Boeing’s 737 MAX series has instead heen develanad with a far
wider variety of purposes in mind, be it low

for the 737 MAX 7 or trunk routes where Bo
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MAX 9 variants, with the 737 MAX 7 awaiting its Tirst delivery (as of the
time of writing in mid-October) after receiving certification just this year
and the Boeing 737 MAX 10 yet to hédpproved. All told, - Boeing data
shows 2,440 models of the 737 MAX have been delivered to date. Figures
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be in service as of today.

Airbus A220 and Boeing 737 MAX deliveries, from respective manufacturer
data:

Model Deliveries
Airbus A220 550%*
Boeing 737 MAX 8 1,841
Boeing 737 MAX 8-200 Ara

Boeing 737 MAX 9
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So, while there is no doubt about crossover between the smaitlest anad
largest of the two families, A220 flight availability is lower than that of
flights served by 737 MAX variants. Na€lirally, though, the specific airline
plays a part.

Airline Key In Airbus A220 Flight
Availability

Ad
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Several airlines solely utilize versiors of the 737 to streamline operations.
Notably, Ryanair and ¥ Southwest Airlizies are among the biggest names
to rely heavily on the Boeing narrowbodies, with the 737 MAX series aimed
at replacing older models with these over time. Similarly, a few carriers
use the A220 only for lower-capacity, but still varied, routes.

US-based low-cost carrier Breeze Airways earlier this year joined Latvia’s
airBaltic as the only other airline to operate an all-A220 fleet. You can pick
an airline to fly on either an A220 or 737, but it's easier said than done. As
for which aircraft type ultimately offers the best ride, the airline arguably
plays just as big a role.

Aircraft Boeing 737 MAX

Il s
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We want to hear from you. Share your percpective in the comments below, and
please keep the conversation respectful.
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Camomile
2026-10-18 03:19:23
I’lL take the A220! It was designed in the 21st century, not the 1950s, and it

does not fall out of the sky!
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Jacksans

2026-10-17 19:48:55

No mention of safety records and fines in this article.
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